MEDICAL & DISASTER RELATED TERMS & ABBREVIATIONS

AAR: After Action Report

ACC: Acute Care Center 

ACS:  Auxiliary Communication Service – Hams affiliated with the Los Angeles City Fire Department, a RACES group.
AED:  Automated External Defibrillator

ARES:  Amateur Radio Emergency Service

ARN:  Administrative Resource Nurse- usually the house supervisor
BLS:  Basic Life Support
CA Confidentiality of Medical Information Act:  Protects the privacy of a patient’s medical record.  Governed by CA Civil Code Section 56.  However Section 56.16 does not prohibit the release of a patient's name, address, age, and sex; a general description of the reason for treatment (whether an injury, a burn, poisoning, or some unrelated condition); the general nature of the injury, burn, poisoning, or other condition; the general condition of the patient; and any information that is not medical information.  Thus amateur radio could be used to send a message containing this information during an emergency situation.

CCU:  Cardiac Care Unit

CBR:  Chemical Biological Radiological

CBRN:  Chemical Biological Radiological Nuclear

CERT:  Community Emergency Response Team

CDC:  Centers for Disease Control

Code Blue:  Patient is in immediate danger of dying.

CP:  Command Post
CPR:  Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation

Decon:  Decontamination

DCS:  Disaster Communications Service – Hams affiliated with the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department, a RACES group.
DHS:  Department of Health Services – a Los Angeles County agency
DNR:  Do not Resuscitate
DOA:  Dead on Arrival

DOC:  Departmental Operation Center -  Used by LA County DHS
           Disaster Operations Center  
DRC:  Disaster Resource Center – Contains supplies for hospitals under its umbrella.

DSC:  Disaster Safety Coordinator

EAS:  Emergency Alert System -  Nationwide system to warn public of possible local, natural, or manmade threats.  Replaced the Emergency Broadcast System.
EEI:  Essential Elements of Information

EMACs: Emergency Management Assistance Compacts - Provide the means for one jurisdiction to provide resources or other support to another jurisdiction during an incident.

EMCOMM:  Emergency Communications

EMD:  Emergency Medical Department

EMS:  Emergency Medical Service

EMSA:  CA Emergency Medical Services Authority - www.emsa.ca.gov

EOB:  Emergency Operations Bureau  - Used by LA County DCS.
EOC:  Emergency Operations Center

EOP: Emergency Operations Plan

ER:   Emergency Room

ETA:  
Estimated Time of Arrival - Often used by emergency room personnel when communicating by radio to incoming ambulance paramedics.
FEMA:  Federal Emergency Management Agency – An agency under the U.S. Department of Homeland Security.
Glasgow Coma Score:  A quick evaluation of a victim’s mental state.
HazMat:  Hazardous materials

HCC:  Hospital Command Center

HEAR:  Hospital Emergency Ambulance Radio frequencies:  A segment of frequencies in the 155 MHz range which includes 155.160, 155.205, 155.220, 155.265, 155.280, 155.340, 155.400 & 155.715 MHz.
HEICS: Hospital Emergency Incident Command System - Discontinued term, replaced by HICS.
HICS:  Hospital Incident Command System  
HICS 213:  Incident Message Form in ICS-213 format used by hospitals.
HIPAA:  Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act – Federal law which protects the privacy of medical records.
Hotwash:  A less formal and less detailed debrief which occurs in close proximity to the end of the incident or exercise as contrasted with a formal After Action Report.

Hot Zone:  Contaminated area.

IC:  Incident Commander;  Incident Command
ICP:  Incident Command Post

ICS:  Incident Command System – A standardized on-scene unified command approach to emergency management organized under a chain of command headed by an IC with functional sections generally known as Operations, Planning, Logistics, and Finance/Administration, each of whom are managed by a “Chief.”
ICS-213:  A standard “To/From” message form used in ICS which contains a “Date/Time”, “Subject”, “Message”, and “Signature/Position” block.
ICU:  Intensive Care Unit

JCAHO: Joint Commission on Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations 

JIC:  Joint Incident Command; Joint Information Center
JIS:  Joint Information System

JOC:  Joint Operations Center

LEO:  Law Enforcement Officer

LNO:   Liaison Officer

MAC:  Medical Alert Center - Used by LA County DHS.
MARS:  Military Affiliated Radio System 
MCI:  Mass Casualty Incident

Moulage:  Makeup used to fake injuries
NDC:  National Drug Code – A number associated with a drug which should be in any message concerning pharmaceutical supplies.

NICU:  Neonatal Intensive Care Unit
NIMS:  National Incident Management System

3 N:     National Notification Network  -  A mass notification system to simultaneously alert government agencies and other interested parties via landline, cell phone, pager, and fax.
NRP:  National Response Plan

OES:  CA Office of Emergency Services ​– Los Angeles County is in OES Mutual Aid Region I along with Orange, Ventura, Santa Barbara, and San Luis Obispo Counties. 

OP:  Observation Post

OPORD:  Operations Order

  “Out the Door” Evacuation: The immediate removal of all occupants from the facility because of imminent or already present danger.
PACU:  Post Anesthesia Care Unit:  Recovery room after surgery

PAD:  Public Access Defibrillator

PBX:  Telephone operator’s switchboard.
PICU:  Pediatric Intensive Care Unit

PIO: Public Information Officer 

PPE:  Personal Protective Equipment
PRC:   Paramedic Response Center – one is located at every Trauma Center.

RACES:  Radio Amateur Civil Emergency Service  (Ham emcomm group affiliated with a government entity such as DCS [LA County] or ACS [LA City].
Radiogram:  The ARRL message form normally used for formal traffic and health and welfare messages into the National Traffic System.
ReddiNet:  A commercial packet system for hospitals, first responders, and public health agencies to communicate with each other.  www.reddinet.com
RHCC:  Regional Hospital Coordination Center
SAR:  Search and Rescue

SARS: Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome

SEMS:  Standardized Emergency Management System – California’s implementation of NIMS.
SITREP:  Situation Report

SOP:  Standard Operating Procedure

Staging Area:  A designated location where personnel are to meet for later assignment to other areas.  
Stat:  At once, immediate (Latin word “statim”).
Trauma Center:  A hospital where a surgeon is on duty 24/7.
Triage:  A sorting of injured victims who are evaluated by the urgency of treatment needed.  The categories of triage priority are Immediate (P-1) which are life or limb threatening injures (Color code Red); Delayed (P-2) which are patients requiring care which will not worsen with delay (Color code Yellow); Minor (P-3) injures also known as “walking wounded” (Color code Green), and Dead or Deceased (P-0) (Color code Black).
Vital Signs:  Temperature, heart rate, respirations, and blood pressure.
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